
To Our Harrison Family: 
 
The Coronavirus has made several previously disconnected words or phrases part of 
our everyday dialogue. “Social distancing” and “flatten the curve” immediately come to 
mind. And certainly, calling something a “fluid situation” has taken on a new meaning. 
Here in New Jersey, “fluid” definitely describes the movement of perspectives as we 
approach the re-opening of our economy. We expect the Governor to make a more 
detailed announcement later this week on that front, while today he made it official 
that schools will not reopen this school year. This, on the heels of his Executive Order 
dictating the limited opening of State and County Parks and Golf Courses this past 
Saturday. 
  
With the call for getting people back to work growing louder, the challenge will be to do 
so in a safe manner. I say this not to fan the flames of that debate, but to draw your 
attention to the numbers below. Based on the framework already in place, we know 
the first trigger for this rollout to begin is a decrease in the number of positive cases 
and hospitalizations for a sustained period. Since my last update on Friday, here’s 
where we stand: 
  
Statewide, a total of 128,319 residents have tested positive for the COIVD-19 virus and 
148,951 have tested negative. That’s an increase of 7,129 positive cases since Friday. 
The sequential break down was +2,527 cases Friday to Saturday; +3,027 cases Saturday 
to Sunday and + 1,575 cases from yesterday to today. As of 1PM today, a total of 7,910 
New Jersey residents have died, with 372 coming in the last three days. That 
breakdown, sequentially, was +204, +129 and +39 deaths from Friday through today. 
Should the State begin to provide data about “consecutive days with a decrease,” I will 
update you.   
  
In Gloucester County, 4 lives were lost since my last update, bringing the total to 52. 
An additional 86 people tested positive for the virus, making the countywide total 1,435 
positive tests. The breakdown over the last three days was +60, +58 and +28. There has 
been a total of 4,764 negative tests, maintaining a 23% positive test rate in our county. 
  
In Harrison, we had 37 positive tests going into the weekend. One of the previous 
“positives” was negated, bringing our total down to 36. Thankfully, we only had 1 
additional positive test since Friday, bringing our total back to 37, with no loss of life in 
our hometown. 
  
ANTIBODY TESTING – FACT vs FICTION 



The testing availability for the COVID-19 virus continues to be a focus, and rightly so. 
But many are also interested in getting an “antibody test” that could prove you already 
had the virus and therefore, are immune to it going forward - at least that’s the 
layman’s perspective. I know that certain labs will conduct the test with the proper 
medical certification from your physician. Today, I want to share with you a memo we 
recently received from the Medical Director for Public Health and Laboratories at 
the New Jersey Department of Health, Thomas J, Kirn MD PhD. He writes: 
  
“There is, of course, also great interest in identifying individuals who may be immune to 
COVID-19 due to previous infection. However, due to the lack of current evidence that 
detection of the COVID-19 antibody on any serologic test is indicative of durable immunity, 
and that false positives can occur with any of these serologic tests, they should not be used 
for this purpose at this time.”   
 
“Further complicating the implementation and utility of serologic tests is the fact that there 
are many such tests that are being marketed which have not been completely validated nor 
reviewed by the FDA. Additionally, some manufacturers and distributers are claiming, falsely, 
that their tests have been approved by the FDA.” 
 

BULK TRASH PICK-UP RESUMES 
We have been advised by our third-party Trash Collector that they will resume the Bulk 
Trash Pick-up schedule every Wednesday, beginning this week. As always, you must 
call (856) 478-9514 to arrange for bulk pickup. You must call no later than 10:00 
am the day before to arrange for pickup - that’s tomorrow, Tuesday, for pick-up 
this week! 

PROPERTY TAX BILL DUE DATE 

At tonight’s Township Committee meeting, we officially took action that I referred to 
last week concerning the Due Date for 2nd Quarter Property Taxes. With the 
Governor’s Executive Order granting the authority, we have pushed the Due Date for 
this tax payment from May 1st to June 1st, as now permitted. 

 

DIGITAL MAIN STREET – GO WITH PROS 

Professional services are not necessarily something we would typically think of when 
shopping on Main Street. But at time like this it is good to know that we have resources 
right here that are available for consultation and assistance. This week the Digital Main 



Street program is Go with a Pro and features some of our local professionals in the 
areas of insurance, legal and accounting services. 

2016 VIEW GRAD STEPS UP 
Barely a day goes by without another example of the extraordinary community we all 
live in, being brought to my attention. Today someone sent me a story about a 2016 
Clearview Grad who’s home from college because of the Coronavirus. In true Mullica 
Hill spirit, he saw a need and he stepped up to help. Following the lead of his 
Manhattan College Baseball teammate, Ashton Bianchi, started Smart Shop South 
Jersey. 
  
Ashton recognized that some members of our community needed assistance getting 
groceries. He said, "I've heard from elderly couples who can't go out because of health 
conditions, from families saying online grocery orders are backed up for weeks. I decided to 
help fill the need. We're reaching households and helping a lot of people." 
 
Since getting started in mid-April, Ashton has made deliveries to residents in 
Gloucester, Salem and Camden counties. There is a fee for the service. Home from 
college during a pandemic, helping others in need and making a few dollars - every 
parent’s dream, lol! We know you’re making your family proud, Ashton and that 
includes your community-family. You demonstrate why we are Harrison Strong! 

https://4surefun.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c30569b503c21ae77c4c84f1a&id=bb038bb71f&e=a2b7ec3ac6
https://4surefun.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c30569b503c21ae77c4c84f1a&id=44c7b1636a&e=a2b7ec3ac6
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